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Chapter 1: Can We Be Assured of the Salvation of Our Children? Yes.
	
Luke 10:42. “Few things are necessary; really only one.” (NASB, 1st Edition, 1971.)


	 
It is God’s desire that our children be saved (1 Tim 2:4). When we pray according to God’s desire, we are assured of a positive answer (1 John 5:14,15).


 
The Setting
Some time ago, James Dobson of Focus on the Family stated, “Fifty years ago, you could bring up your children in your community, in your church, in your family, and you could expect that they would grow up to be very similar to yourself.” And then he added, “That is no longer true.” What was being conveyed was that your children are being exposed to all kinds of philosophies, some of which superficially sound inviting but are not commensurate with reality and can be very destructive. 
As you try to convey your persuasions, particularly if that persuasion is a faith in Jesus Christ, you may encounter significant opposition. You will soon learn that to convey the message, more is needed than your statement, as intellectually credible as your message may be, you will need God’s intervention. It is too easy to be blinded by background or by presupposition or by a charismatic teacher to the point that reality is not recognized. The only power which can overcome such blindness resides in God Himself. As Jesus stated, “Apart from Me, you can do nothing,” obviously meaning nothing of spiritual value. How do we access that power? Pray.  
Can We Be Assured of the Salvation of Our Children? Yes
The most important thing to Christian parents is the salvation of their children. If that is not what is experienced, there is pain. But, we read, three times in the New Testament, “He who believes in Him (Jesus) will not be disappointed.” (Rom. 9:23, Rom. 10:11, 1 Peter 2:6).
How do we reconcile the promise and the pain when we see our children ignore or walk away from a faith which is defined, and credible?  What is the promise, and why the pain?
[bookmark: _ftnref1]In 1 Tim 2:4 we are told that God desires all men (persons) to be saved.  That “desires,” in Greek, has the connotation that it will not be arbitrarily forced, but it is desired, wished for by God.[1]  In 2 Peter 3:9 we are told that God “is not wishing any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.”  A stronger Greek word is used in 2 Peter for “desires” (wishing) than in 1 Tim 2:4.
What is clear is that God desires that our children be saved.  But we need more. And God provides. The verses of 1 John 5:14,15, state, “if we ask anything according to His will, … we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”  The word “will” in 1 John 5:14 is the same Greek word as “wish” in 1 Tim 2:4.
God desires that our children be saved and promises that He will answer our prayer when we pray according to His will. We can be assured that our children will be saved by looking to God who promises to answer our prayer. God does not violate their free will, so the logical, biblically consistent perspective is that He will make the correct response clear to them in response to our prayers, and they will respond.  Two questions are, “What kind of prayer?”, and “When?”.
What kind of prayer?  
How much prayer is needed?  What kind of faith do I need?  I am persuaded that we need only to pray with the faith of the man in Mark 9:24 who said, “I believe; help my unbelief.”  Pray with whatever faith you have, with the faith God has given you. In 2 Cor 8:12 we read, “It is acceptable according to what a man has.”  The context of that verse is giving, but I am persuaded based on the character of God that "it is acceptable according to what a man has" to be a general principle including the exercise of faith, so believing with the faith that you have been given by God is sufficient even if that faith does not seem very strong. 
It is also noted that the verb, ask, in 1 John 5:14,15, is in the Greek Present Tense, which means a consistent, continuing prayer. There is no question that consistent prayer will be the practice of one who has seen that God’s personal intervention is required on behalf of the one for whom prayer is offered. That does not mean that a single prayer will not be answered, as was the thief’s prayer on the cross, but continued prayer is the indicated pattern and will undoubtedly be the pattern for parents who care. 
When will salvation occur?
[bookmark: _ftnref2]The word “have,” in 1 John 5:15, means “to hold, in the hand” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). The salvation of our children is in God’s hand, accomplished, when we ask. The Greek word for “have” is in the Greek present tense which means it is a present reality, and that reality continues into the future.[2] 
A stronger Greek word for “have” could have been used which means to “have in full.”  We have the salvation of our children, but that is not necessarily presently experienced “in full.”  For some, that fulness will be experienced on Earth.  For others of us, I believe, the salvation of our children may not come until their dying breath as God speaks to them and they respond positively as God answers our prayer in a way we cannot see. I am also persuaded that even for children who are now deceased who were objects of prayer, even not very specific prayer because of a lack of information, the children are in heaven.
We can ask God to save our children. And He will. That is His promise. We “will not be disappointed,” ultimately.   
The Present Reality and the Pain
Of course, we would like to see salvation now, or, if that has been accomplished, the result of that salvation now, and if we do not see that, there is pain, but, ultimately, which is what we really care about, the salvation of our children will be accomplished.  But isn’t God’s will for us to also become obedient, disciples, here?  Yes, but as I reflect on that issue, salvation is essential.  Discipleship is not; God can do his work on Earth through others.
Regardless of the situation with our children, something very important is accomplished through the pain of not seeing our children presently experiencing the fulfillment of a relationship with Jesus.  We will pray for our children and will undoubtedly also pray for many others with fervency and frequency we could never have had without the pain if that is the present reality. We will be humbled. We will realize our helplessness and that we are completely dependent on God.
God must open a person’s eyes to see. The glory, the cause of the salvation of our children, and our own salvation, is God’s glory. That is a lot clearer to those of us who do not see salvation or the results of salvation, now. We will do what we can, but we will learn that without God’s intervention, the task will not be accomplished.  
If there is no present response, you will sometimes be blamed for the situation, and you will learn to commit that additional pain to the Lord. “Through it all,” our relationship with the Lord will be strengthened. We will truly learn to appreciate our own salvation and our relationship with the Lord. God isn’t just working with our children; He is working with us.  
A Revelation
That God must open a person’s mind was a revelation to me. I would have thought the objective evidence supporting Christianity would convince anyone who seriously considered it. But there is the problem. A person may be unable to consider the evidence perhaps due to presuppositions or unrealistic expectations or may be unwilling to yield to the inner persuading of the Holy Spirit. To enable a person to see or to respond is the work of God the Holy Spirit. We ask Him to do that work, and He will, but not necessarily in a manner or at a time we could anticipate. I will still convey the evidence if it is received, but now I realize that God must do the real work. However, the “objective evidence” may be very helpful to those who are beginning or willing to see.      
[bookmark: _Hlk10814803]Is there hope for our children? Yes. We can pray for them.  God has promised to answer our prayer. We cannot know how or when the prayer will be answered, but we do know that the prayer will be answered, positively, and “we will not be disappointed,” ultimately. Our children will be saved.
Reconciling the Pain
So how do we reconcile the promise that we “will not be disappointed,” and the pain of seeing our children not experiencing a dependent, grateful relationship with the Creator, now? God has a larger plan, an eternal plan, a Romans 8:28 plan, a plan to work things together for good, which we will see in a lot of cases not here, but beyond this earthly life as His purposes are accomplished. And, as expressed by C. S. Lewis in The Problem of Pain, pain is God’s megaphone to get our attention. The pain has certainly got my attention. 
How do we reconcile the pain? Pain teaches us that our hope, our certainty is in the Lord, our Creator, our Sustainer, our Healer, our Savior. This is the peace to which our pain is the pathway. Though we will do what we can and offer what is received, we are limited. The Lord is not limited. The reconciliation is that the pain teaches us upon whom we can depend, not ourselves, not our own effort, even though as instructed by the Lord we will do what we can, but our reliable dependency is on God and his intervention. 
Jesus, in His manhood, asked about the physical, emotional, and spiritual pain of the cross, “Is there another way?” The answer from God the Father and from Jesus Himself as God the Son was, “No.” Is there another way for us besides pain? The answer, for at least some of us, appears to be “No.” 
Is the pain worth the resultant realization that our children will be saved? Absolutely. I would easily choose pain and certainty of salvation over a temporary painless oblivion to reality. For me, the certainty grew as I learned how secure faith in Jesus Christ is. That may not be what everyone needs, but for me, it was, and the information which generated that security, that certainty, is the topic of this book. But since the salvation of the ones you love, those for whom you are responsible, is the most important issue, this is addressed now, in this first chapter. The remainder of this book, as you learn or review the objective case for our security in Jesus Christ and our complete dependency upon Him, may help develop your own sense of security, and reality. 
Salvation and Discipleship
There are two distinct aspects of the Christian faith for the individual, specifically, salvation and relationship. Salvation occurs at a point in time.  Relationship with the Savior, discipleship, is a process, a life-long process. 
To place things in perspective, salvation, the gift of eternal life, is the overwhelmingly important issue. That is the message of Jesus, “the one necessary thing,” in Luke 10:42 and Jesus’s major purpose as stated in Luke 19:10, “The Son of man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” That the scripture reveals that salvation, “the one necessary thing,” will become reality for those for whom we pray offers supreme comfort to me as a parent. That the salvation of our children is addressed, reconciles the pain as much as possible here, now; we are not yet embraced in the full experience of Heaven. We are presently in the “first things” (Rev. 21:4).”
Though salvation is assured through the parent’s prayer to the One who has promised to answer that prayer, we still would desire for our children to also know the temporal security which comes with a relationship with the Savior, so we will also continue to pray for relationship with the Father, with Jesus God the Son.  And the prayer for God’s intervention for those who refuse is our only real hope. Jesus said, “Without Me, you can do nothing” (of spiritual consequence). To not have the additional security of a personal relationship with the Savior beyond salvation, beyond the minimum recognition and acceptance that God is the source of life, is unfortunate, but, eternity, I believe, will completely temper that loss, and it may not even be remembered.
What is going on; what is the result? 
We are in a spiritual battle. It is a battle for souls, for the souls of our children. To understand this and to have some understanding of what is believable and how it is defended will be beneficial, will give you strength (in the Lord) as you engage in that battle through prayer. 
How do we reconcile the promise and the pain? The reconciliation is that we are assured through prayer of a positive result. And through pain we learn, like Job, our complete dependency upon our Savior.
What do we need to do?  Pray and graciously convey, if received, the strong, totally persuasive evidence supporting Christianity. If information is refused, then maintain gracious, accepting contact and only pray. Reception may come later rather than sooner. Your prayer will be answered positively, sometime.
God will save those for whom you pray. God will save your children. 
 



[1]  This is deduced from an Interlinear Greek-English New Testament, and Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.  
[2] https://biblehub.com/text/1_john/5-15.htm, https://www.ntgreek.org/learn_nt_greek/inter-tense.htm.

