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Chapter 4.   Salvation, By Faith Alone in Jesus Christ
"Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered by so many things. Few things are necessary; really only one."  Luke 10:42. 
Include a reference to pp 1-5, Issue 3” in “to Walter” in the “Additions” section.
The New Testament's Three Statements on Salvation

There are three different types of passages related to salvation in the New Testament with respect to what is needed for salvation (eternal life). The first type appears to suggest salvation by works. The second type is a mixture of faith and works. The third type consists of verses which state or imply that salvation comes through faith alone in Jesus Christ.
In Matthew 19:16-21, the question is asked, “What good thing shall I do, that I may obtain eternal life?” Jesus’ response was, “Keep the commandments.” This is works. When the young man who asked the question said that he had kept the commandments Jesus listed, Jesus stated that if he wanted to be complete (presumably, beyond salvation), then he should sell his possessions and give to the poor and then follow Him. This is also works. 

John 3:16 mentions only belief is necessary for salvation. Belief and faith are reasonably assumed to be synonymous. Of course, “believe” needs definition, but there is elaboration in other verses. 

What is needed is to resolve, or correlate, the passages which seem to present different messages about what is needed for salvation.
To illustrate the situation of the three different types of passages on salvation which need correlation, some of the verses and passages are listed below. There are other related statements like John 3:3, “be born again,” which is enigmatic taken alone and it is not clear what we are to do until we progress to John 3:16. The enigmatic verses are placed below into one of the three categories which seem to fit best. 

Salvation by Works?
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the Kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven."  Matt 7:21. 
Here are several verses which may be interpreted as including works as a requirement for salvation.
Matt 7:21       -   do the will of God

Matt 10:38     -   take up your cross and follow

Matt 16:25     -   lose your life for Christ's sake

Matt 19:21     -   sell all (Jesus’ direct answer to how to have eternal life?  Works.)

Matt 25:46     -   be righteous 
Matt 24:13     -   endure to the end

Luke 10:26-28 -   keep the law

Romans 2:7     -   seek for immortality by doing good

James 2:24      -   not faith alone but also works

Salvation by Faith Plus Works?
"He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved." Mark 16:16.

Mark 16:16 - believe and be baptized.
Acts 2:38 - repent and be baptized.
Romans 10:9,10 - believe and confess Jesus as Lord.
Salvation by Faith (Belief)
"For by grace you have been saved by faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast."  Ephesians 2:8,9.

The following verses appear to state that salvation is a result of faith, belief alone in Jesus Christ.

John 1:12      -   believe

John 3:3        -   be born again

John 3:16      -   believe

John 5:24      -   believe

John 6:47      -   believe

John 10:9      -   enter through Christ

John 6:27-29 -   believe

John 6:40      -   believe

John 14:6      -   through Christ.

John 20:31    -   believe

Acts 2:21      -   call on the Lord

Acts 10:43    -   believe        

Acts 10:45    -   Holy spirit poured out upon

Acts 15:11    -   through the grace of Jesus

Acts 16:31    -   believe

Romans 3:20 -  not of works

Romans 3:24 -  a gift

Romans 3:28 -  faith ---  not of works

Romans 5:9   -  through His blood

Romans 5:10 -  saved by His life

Romans 5:15,16 -  free gift

Romans 6:23 -  free gift

Romans 8:10,11-  Christ in you

Romans 9:30,32 - faith

Romans 9:33 -   believe

Romans 10:13 -  ask

Romans 11:23 -  believe

Eph 2:8,9      -  faith, not of works

Titus 3:5       -  not on the basis of deeds

1 Peter 3:21  -  an appeal to God (not water baptism)

1 John 5:13   -  believe 

The Question and the Resolution

How can we be saved? Through works? Through faith plus works? Through faith? How do we resolve the apparent discrepancy between the three types of salvation passages? The resolution for the works passages and faith passages is clearly expressed in the scripture and is presented in the following section. In order to understand the faith plus works passages, it is necessary to understand the question being addressed by the author or speaker. This will be covered after the resolution of the faith and works passages.

Fitting the Works and Faith Passages Together

In John 1:17 we are told that, "The law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ." The grace and truth that were realized, accomplished were not fully explained until after the Resurrection. The Law is the correct standard, and Jesus primarily taught the Law even though grace was also implicitly present in His message (Matthew 23:37, John 3:16)  

Moses was given the law from God. Moses taught that we must keep the law. Jesus confirmed what Moses taught. In Matthew 5:17,18 He stated that not the smallest part of the law would be neglected but that all would be fulfilled. The Law must be kept, or we will not enter the kingdom of heaven (Matt 7:21).
What does the teaching of salvation by the works of the law do for us? Romans 3:23 tells us, "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Paul tells us in Romans 3:20 that "by the works of the law no flesh will be justified in His (God's) sight." James 2:10 tells us that if we stumble even in one point of the law, we are guilty of all the law.
What, then, does the requirement that we keep the law do for us? It condemns us - all of us. Who can possibly "love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind?" Matthew 22:37. Who can even understand what that means? Who loves his neighbor as himself? We cannot, or at least do not, keep the law, and if that was the sum of the message from God, we would all be lost. Fortunately, that is not the “sum” of the message. The Law cannot save us. The Law only condemns us.
Galatians 3:24 resolves the issue of whether salvation is of works or salvation is a result of faith in Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:24 states, "The law has become a tutor to lead us to Jesus Christ, that we may be justified by faith."
1 John 2:2 tells us that "He (Jesus) is the propitiation for our sins." John 3:16 tells us that "whoever believes in Him, will not perish, but will have eternal life." Romans 10:13 tells us that all who call upon the Lord (ask, by faith) will be saved. 
The Law condemns us. We are saved by accepting the forgiveness that Jesus offers for our not having kept the Law. 

The purpose of the verses on salvation by works for those of us who are non-believers, is to let us know that we are in trouble. We are not really going to be saved by keeping the law because we cannot keep the Law, perfectly. The purpose of the verses on salvation by faith show us how we can really be saved. The message is that knowing that we are condemned (by the law), we can come to Jesus (by faith), for forgiveness and salvation. Forgiveness and salvation are freely granted upon our request.

The bad news is that we are condemned by the law. The good news is that we can be saved by the grace of God by requesting salvation from God, by coming to Jesus Christ by faith. The apparent discrepancy between the salvation by works passages and salvation by faith passages disappears when it is realized that the salvation by works passages are not salvation passages at all. The works passages condemn us. The salvation by works passages prepare us for the salvation by faith passages. With this perspective, there is no contradiction between the verses.

Fitting the "Faith Plus Works" Verses
An example of a passage which mixes faith and works is Mark 16:16, which states, "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved."  If I conclude salvation is by faith, as I concluded in the last section by appealing to Galatians 3:24, then if I must also conclude that the work of baptism is not required for salvation, then why is it listed, appearing to be a requirement for salvation, in Mark 16:16?

Romans 10:9,10 is also a passage which mixes belief (faith) and a work (part of the law). Romans 10:10 seems definite that salvation is a result of the "confession of the mouth." If Romans 10:10 is not a definitive statement on salvation, then what is it?

The answer to the above questions lies in the principal used to resolve the apparent discrepancy between Romans 3:28, which states, "a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law," and James 2:24 which states, "a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone."  These verses are clearly contradictory, if "justified" has the same meaning in both verses. The principal of resolution lies in asking the right question(s) in order to understand the meaning of each passage. We first note that "justified" has an object. The relevant question is, "Justified in whose opinion, from whose perspective, or from what perspective?" 
In Romans 3:28, the justification is to God (Romans 3:20,24). God can see the heart (mind or spirit). We are saved because of our change of heart, mind and immediately with that change. 
Men, from their perspective, cannot see a change of heart. Men must see actions, works, like a baptism, a confession of faith. Otherwise, men have no reason to declare us "justified." The "justification" of James 2:24 is to men (James 2:18). 
Romans 3:28 and James 2:24 are not contradictory because in Romans the justification is to God; in James the justification is to men. 
In relation to Mark 16:16, Mark could not "justify," from his perspective, believing a man was saved unless he saw some evidence. Mark needed to see action. A common step by which individuals indicated a belief publicly was baptism. Baptism, Mark was saying, would allow him, or men, to believe that the baptized person was saved. It was a normal action of a person who had come to believe in Jesus. 

Yes, a person would be saved if he believed and was baptized, and God and men would know it. And a person would be saved if he simply believed (based upon the faith alone verses and Romans 3:20,23,24,28), but only God would know it. Men would know the person was saved only after seeing some results of his salvation. One action which was accepted as a sign was baptism. Another sign was a stated confession of Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9,10).

An informational speaker will often speak as if answering a question. The particular question may not be always stated and may or may not be obvious. The obvious question is "How can one be saved?" The other, perhaps not so obvious, question which I believe Mark and Paul also had in mind was, "How can I, and others, know that I am saved?"

In Romans 10 Paul is speaking to the "Brethren", but he is rhetorically speaking as if to the Jews. The Jews knew what it meant to designate someone truly "Lord," as associated with deity. It meant that the person was worthy of a respect due only to God. The Jew, willing to call Jesus "Lord," would clearly recognize such a change in his perspective had occurred that he would know beyond a shadow of doubt that his point of view on God had been fundamentally changed. Not only would he be saved, he would know it.

As we asked the question, "Justified in whose opinion?" in relation to Romans 3:28 and James 2:24, we must ask the question concerning salvation verses, "Saved in whose opinion?" A person can be saved in God's "opinion," which is really all that ultimately matters, of course. God can see faith. He does not need to see action. He knows that actions will follow. A person can be also saved in his own opinion. This is called assurance of salvation. A person can be also saved, that is, justified in calling himself a Christian in others’ opinions. The opinion of others is a statement on the action or quality of our witness. Other individuals, as James 2:18 alludes, must see works for a claim of belief to be credible.

In Romans 10:10, Paul, and Mark in Mark 16:16, are answering more than the question, "How can I be saved?" to which the answer is simply, "Believe." They are answering the question, "How can I be saved and how can I and others have some assurance that I am saved?" The answer to this question is more than just believe; the answer is "Believe, and let people know that you believe by your actions such as baptism or a verbal witness." With this perspective, that is, that the verses are answering a specific question, then the verses which mix faith and works fit into place. There is no contradiction between the salvation by works passages or the salvation by faith passages or the verses which speak of both faith and action when the question “from whose perspective or from what perspective” is addressed.
Everything Fits 
The salvation passages which state the law, “keep the commandments,” are answering the question, "Can I be saved if I keep the law?"  The answer is "Yes," but the problem is that none keep the law. The verses actually call to our attention the reality that we don't keep the law and that we are in trouble. The verses which speak of faith alone are answering the question "How can I be saved since I haven't kept the law?" The answer is that salvation is a gift of God freely given at our sincere request, that is, by faith. The verses which mix works and faith are answering the question "How can I be saved, and how can I and others know that I am saved?"

I don't know whether James or Paul or Mark consciously realized that they were answering the question "How can I be saved and how can I and others know it?", but I believe that they, with the leading of the Holy Spirit, subconsciously, if not consciously, responded to the need that people have for assurance of their salvation as well as for salvation. And, as John stated, we receive assurance of our salvation by obedience, by actions, which are not the faith, but the result of the faith and the sign of faith to ourselves and others. (1 John 2:3)

I think that the full import and meaning of what the Holy Spirit led the authors of the Bible to write may not always have been comprehended by the authors. Sometimes it takes some study to resolve what appears to be a contradiction, and I believe that the issue of what is required for salvation is one of those cases.

The model of the law condemning the non-Christian, grace saving the non-Christian, and the law then leading the Christian to witness and service and the assumption that certain questions are being answered by the authors allows the various salvation verses to be seen as consistent rather than contradictory. Everything fits. 

Complete Information Is Not Always Needed

I do not believe that the Holy Spirit led Paul or other authors to make a theologically complete statement on salvation every time they addressed it. Statements on salvation do not have to be theologically complete to guide one to salvation because it is the Holy Spirit who is doing the work, not the precision or completeness of the presentation on salvation. I am convinced that if any one of the "salvation" statements is taken seriously by the listener, the listener will take the step of necessary faith and be saved. The listener will also fulfill, or attempt to fulfill, the works mentioned, but he may not realize that the works are not actually the reason salvation is granted. He may be under the impression that the works are part of his salvation, but, again, we do not have to have a full understanding of the theology of salvation to be saved. In fact, if we had to have a full understanding of God's plan of salvation to be saved, probably none of us would be saved.

Most of us respond much more readily to a charismatic individual than to a theologically complete message. God has gifted a few individuals to be exciting and to be able to draw people to their point of view with their sheer enthusiasm. Unfortunately, every persuasion from atheism to Mormonism to evangelical Christianity has their charismatically gifted individuals. I personally needed more than someone's personal charisma to persuade me about what was true. I needed information and resolution of issues.
By Faith Alone

The passages which state that salvation is a result of faith (belief) alone in Jesus Christ are very clear. "Whoever believes in Him (Jesus) should not perish, but (will) have eternal life," John 3:16. "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus," Romans 3:23,24.  "The free gift of God is eternal life," Romans 6:23. "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast," Ephesians 2:8,9.  "By the works of the law, no flesh will be justified in His (God's) sight. “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law," Romans 3:20,28.

Salvation is a free gift from God given as one believes in Jesus Christ. Salvation is not a result of faith plus works in any combination. This is the "good news." We do not have to measure up to a standard of behavior or perform any works before receiving the gift of eternal life. Gods accepts us as we are and gives us eternal life freely when we accept His view of us as sinners and accept the payment for our sin Jesus made on the cross. This is salvation. Jesus paid the entire price. There is nothing we can add or must add. We need merely accept by faith. "By faith" simply means believing what God has said.

What Kind of Faith?

Of course, a belief or request for salvation must be sincere, so we also ask, "What kind or quality of faith or belief do we need?"  The kind of faith needed is illustrated, I believe, by the incident in Mark 9:21-27. Here a man declares, after Jesus questions his faith, "I do believe, help my unbelief."  The issue in this passage is not salvation; the issue was the degree of faith which was required for Jesus to respond to a request. The man obviously was having troubling believing or understanding what Jesus wanted him to do in that regard. This was not an impressive faith. This was a "faith" which was simply willing to ask Jesus for help, even for help in believing Him. This faith is simply being willing to ask for help.

We are told in 2 Corinthians 8:12 that "it is acceptable according to what a man has." This is in the context of giving, but with the principle in 1 Corinthians 4:7, "What do you have that you did not receive (from God)?", it seems not unreasonable to conclude that all God expects of us, in regard to the quality of our faith, is to return to Him only what we have received from Him. At least, He wants us to be willing to come to know Him and to be willing to ask for salvation.

What God requires is that we be willing to receive from Him and be willing to have Him reveal Himself to us if we have any doubts about His presence. I must conclude from Romans 1, Ezekiel 33:11, and John 12:32 that He has given all men the ability to ask God for help and for information, and we must exercise that faith. Saving "faith" is simply asking God for help, for salvation, and, even, if necessary, asking Him to help us be sure that He is present which is where I started.

The Purpose of the Law, for the Saved
The law condemns the unsaved; however, the law has a different and important purpose for the saved person. After a person realizes his condemnation under the law and receives Jesus Christ as his Savior from the punishment the law would require, the law no longer condemns (Romans 8:1). After salvation, the law, that is the spirit of the law (2 Corinthians 3:6), becomes the goal for new believer (Romans 12:2). When we receive Jesus as our Savior, He enters our life (John 14:20, Col. 1:21) and gives us a new ability to begin to accomplish His will (John 15:5-8). 

There is usually a period, in fact, a lifetime, of growth into conformity with God's plan for us. This conformity brings fulfillment (John 15:10,11), and it produces an emotional sense of assurance (1 John 2:3). Of course, we can simply take God at His word that we are saved (John 6:48), but an emotional sense of assurance will help us do that. While works are not required for salvation, works are a requirement for us to continue to feel saved (1 John 2:3). 
Perfecting Faith, Through Works

James states, "As a result of works, faith was perfected." (James 2:22). As soon as faith in Jesus Christ comes a person is saved, but that is not the total intended purpose of the faith. Faith is perfected when others receive a witness of the faith, and this takes works. Works are the witness to others that they might also be saved. The law guides to assurance, witness, and fulfillment and brings the "perfection," the full intended purpose of the faith. We must "work out" the salvation (Phil 2:12,13), that is, we must put the faith into action for it to achieve its full intended purpose, its "perfection".

How Some Groups Attempt to Fit Faith and Works Together 
If you become involved in a particular religious group, this question of how the seemingly contradictory salvation passages fit together may never explicitly arise. You are simply taught the group's particular point of view, and other ideas are never explicitly discussed. So, one way some people "handle" the situation is to ignore it.

Members of my group, the Southern Baptists, strongly teach that salvation is a result of faith alone in Jesus Christ. However, it is also common to hear statements like, "Repentance and obedience cannot be separated from salvation. "Obedience" implies works and I get the impression that repentance means works to most speakers. Though verses like John 3:16 and Eph. 2:8,9 mention only belief and faith in regard to salvation, when verses which talk about works are encountered, there seems to be an uncomfortable uncertainty about the relation of faith and works. 
Some of the speakers seem to want to accommodate works without explicitly saying that works are required for salvation. Certainly, "repentance" is taught by many of the speakers I hear; however, I have never heard a speaker clearly define repentance or heard a list of things in which we must be obedient (for salvation). Unless a speaker clarifies what is meant by the stress on obedience or repentance regarding salvation, you still don't quite know what the speaker thinks you should do. I suspect that the lack of definition exists because the relationship between faith and works has not been sufficiently resolved by the speaker himself. Another way to handle the apparent discrepancy, then, is to teach both messages at once, both faith and the requirement of works, without being too definite about which works are referenced. The problem is that the message of how one is saved is still unclear with that type of approach. However, while annoying, this is not a particular problem because people do respond even though the message is not presented with theological precision, and people are saved.

Though most individuals I have heard or spoken with seem to equate "repentance" with works, this does not seem to be the meaning of the word. According to W. E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, the Greek word "repent" literally means "to perceive afterwards."  In other words, you perceive, after not believing or not trusting God, that you should believe in God; or you perceive after acts of sin that the acts were sin and are a problem which need to be dealt with. In other words, you change your mind (repent). "Repentance" means a change of mind. The normal result of that change of mind would be a change of action, but "repentance" to some seems to include that change in action. However, "repentance" is much closer, in fact identical to "belief" or "faith" rather than to "works."

I believe that a misunderstanding about the relation between the law and grace causes some to doubt their salvation.  It is not uncommon, in my church, to see very dedicated Christians decide they are not saved and "settle" the issue by confessing Christ as Savior again. Of course, even if they were already saved, no particular harm is done except I do wonder if our time might not be better spent with a clear statement on salvation so we could get on to other issues.
Regarding a specific work, I recently heard a speaker state, which is typical, that if you do not forgive others, God will not forgive you. Yes, that is what Jesus said. There was no elaboration by the speaker on what that meant, and the audience, if they were aware of the implication, were left with the statement that if they were not forgiving, they were doomed. 
But Jesus made that statement within the context of the Law. And, yes, with the Law as the standard, you are doomed; however, that condemnation, that doom, is not true for the Christian. The condemnation is true only for the person who has not had his sin forgiven by Jesus Christ. There is no condemnation for the Christian as stated in Romans 8:1. The Christian is not doomed even if he is unable to forgive fully. 

It is God’s desire for the Christian to forgive, but that may be very difficult for someone who has been terribly wronged. Corrie ten Boom’s family died in the German concentration camp. They had helped Jews hide from the Germans in WW2, and they were caught and sent to a concentration camp. Corrie ten Boom was released accidentally and survived; her family did not survive the concentration camp. 
After the war ended, Corrie ten Boom spoke publicly to many groups about how her family maintained their faith in Jesus Christ through the experiences in the concentration camps. At the end of one of her presentations, a German guard she recognized as having been at the camp where her family died came toward her. The German guard had converted to Christianity after the war. When he reached Miss ten Boom, he asked for forgiveness. 
Instantly, as she relived the horror of the death camps, she recognized him as one of the specific guards who had abused her and her family. Corrie ten Boom struggled at that moment with the recollection of the pain and the death of her family. She knew that God wanted her to forgive. After a brief and intense struggle, she expressed her forgiveness. God had helped her forgive which, I think, would have been humanly impossible. Would she have been saved, have been continued to be saved, have been still forgiven by God if she had not been able to forgive at that crucial moment when she was asked? Yes. That is what Romans 8:1 says because we are not condemned by the Law, we are saved by God’s grace. 

Forgiveness may be excruciatingly difficult for some, this side of heaven. Corrie ten Boom was exceptionally spiritually mature, but it was still very hard when the moment came. Some of us may not be able to fully forgive this side of heaven. Are we lost? No, we are not under the Law which condemns us; We are under God’s grace which saves us. We are forgiven, we are saved by the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
Corrie ten Boom’s family’s deaths and their posthumous witness through Corrie ten Boom has undoubtedly led to many coming to Jesus Christ and salvation. And, as difficult as it may be to understand, people coming to recognize the Savior, the Source of life, is God’s priority, not our comfort, or even our lives. God may use our pain and even our deaths to bring people to realize their own vulnerability and need for the saving grace of God. As we see the result in eternity, as we see how God used our pain, I think forgiveness can come, in eternity, if not here on Earth.

The Law condemns us. Jesus confirmed that the Law is God’s standard. Jesus then paid the penalty of our not keeping the Law. The Law no longer condemns us when we, by faith, allow Jesus’ payment on the cross to be our payment. Forgiveness, eternal life is ours. It will not be removed, if we are not able to forgive. We need to ask God to enable us to forgive, but we only can produce what He enables.
Two other points are relevant on this diversion of forgiveness. What if a person who has terribly wronged you does not ask for forgiveness even if confronted? What if he cannot or will not attempt to make amends?

If a person cannot or will not attempt to make amends or ask for forgiveness, then, for your own sake, you need to commit the loss to the Lord and ask Him to provide what you need, and more importantly, mentally you need to no longer expect the person who wronged you to do anything about it; you do not hold them to account, you do not expect anything from them because they will not provide. You pray for them for a while, and increasingly put the loss behind, as much as the Lord enables, and concentrate on the new path the Lord has for you. This is forgiveness if forgiveness is not sought by an offender.
Impossible? Yes. That is why we need ministry from the Lord Himself to heal our devastation. No one else, nothing else can do that. Real healing from real devastation comes only from the Lord. Persons who have suffered a similar loss can provide immediate but temporary comfort, but they will also point you to the Lord. In turn, as you are healed, you will provide that comfort, by your presence and empathy and usually not immediately by any attempt at explanation, to those who suffer devastating but temporal loss and you in turn will point them to the Lord as the real source of healing, as they become able to hear it. 
Yes, it is very confusing to hear that the Lord will not forgive you if you do not forgive others, which is only the first half of the message, if that condemnation is not also immediately correlated with the grace of God and forgiveness of our inability and the subsequent enabling of God which allows us to work toward being able to implement the Law. The full message is that God in His grace which is beyond the Law, does forgive us, does not condemn us. God saves us regardless of whether we absolutely meet the standard of the Law. What love the Father has bestowed on us through Jesus Christ! 

As another example of confusion resulting from not understanding the correlation between the Law and grace is the (believing branch of the) Church of Christ. The Church of Christ takes an intermediate position in relating works and the law. The Church teaches that both belief and repentance, which is incorrectly defined as “works,” including the baptism of Acts 2:38, are required for salvation.  Baptism is definitely required, they say, and when asked what other works of “repentance” are required, the answer is that it may be different for different individuals. Since individuals are considered saved in the Church of Christ, the works cannot include all works, which would take a lifetime. Some specific works are necessary, and God must lead each individual to accomplish what is required we are told. The Church of Christ, then, teaches that salvation is a result of faith plus some works. I believe that the (evangelical, conservative) Church of Christ members are saved and present a strong witness for Jesus Christ; however, assuming a position of salvation by faith plus some works does not resolve the conflict between the salvation by works passages and the salvation by faith passages.

Where there is an error, such as in believing that salvation is a result of faith in Jesus Christ and works, there is a loss. In the case of the Church of Christ, that loss is not salvation, but is the loss of assurance of salvation, If you believe that works are required for salvation, you must also logically ask what works, what quality of works, and done in what state of mind, etc. Assurance of salvation cannot logically be sustained with a works-based salvation.
There is a group which seems to claim to essentially keep the law. They are the adherents of "Lordship Salvation."  An illustration of this is found in the book, The Gospel According to Jesus by John F. MacArthur, Jr. which really should be entitled, "The Gospel According to Jesus According to John MacArthur." Lordship salvation is the idea that if Jesus is not your Lord in fact rather than in potential, that is, if you are not doing essentially all of His will, right now, He is not your Savior. 
Since there are clear salvation verses on faith-alone and clear salvation verses which include some or imply all works, the way the proponents of Lordship salvation "solve" this dilemma is to state that Jesus is indeed received by faith alone, but there is such a dramatic change in the new believer that the whole law is then kept very closely, if not perfectly, by the truly saved from the time of salvation. This concept also can derive from the Calvinist’s conception that whatever God does, He does completely, and that His will cannot be refused. 
I think the issue which is missed is to ask the question, “What is God is doing?” Part of the answer is that God has given man a free will apart from what God will force. See the chapters on Calvinism and Lordship Salvation for further elaboration on the questions which should have been considered. Ignoring the questions, the proponents of Lordship salvation “solve” the problem of faith and works by making faith and works synonymous; specifically, there is no separation between salvation and essential error-free discipleship. 
Do we keep the law? Christ said that if your eye causes you to lust, you should put it out, and that if your hand causes you to sin you should do away with it. In Romans 7 Paul discusses the war within himself to do what is right and notes that he does not always succeed. I strongly suspect that Paul did a lot better than most of us. A few may claim that they pretty well keep the law, but since I don't see many one-eyed, one-handed Christians around, or many that I would compare with Paul, I have a hard time taking the concept of Lordship Salvation seriously. I tend to think that the proponents of Lordship salvation give themselves more credit (in keeping the law) than they probably deserve. God intends for us to work towards Jesus being our Lord in fact rather than just in name, but that is usually a process which takes time and diligence. 
Though I do not personally find the attempts of the groups described above to define the requirements of salvation to be satisfying, I nevertheless feel a sense of Christian fellowship with them. It has generally been my experience that they have a harder time seeing me in the same way.

Works are important. Works are the pathway to your personal assurance. Works are your witness to the world. Works bring joy. But thank God, my salvation does not depend upon my works or keeping the letter of the Law. Thank God that salvation is based entirely upon the finished work of Jesus Christ. Thank God that Jesus Christ paid the entire price. The glory and praise are His alone.

Why Isn't There a Single Complete Definitive Passage on Salvation?

I believe that the message of salvation by faith alone in Jesus Christ is clear and consistent in the scriptures, but it takes some fitting together of the salvation verses and passages to see that. I am convinced that the Holy Spirit led the authors as they wrote, and I am equally convinced that the Holy Spirit did not lead the authors to present comprehensively on the theology of salvation each time they made a statement on it. Why isn't there just one complete explanation on salvation somewhere that will make the whole issue immediately clear? I think that there are at least three good reasons.

The first reason is that with the message of salvation spread over several passages, some of which on face value seem to convey entirely different messages, the message is difficult to deliberately change. There are individuals who have deliberately changed the scripture. A current example is the Jehovah's Witness "New World Translation," actually, “mis-Translation.” The author(s) of the New World Translation have deliberately changed some passages which are proof texts for the deity of Jesus Christ which they do not believe. The deity of Jesus Christ is somewhat like the doctrine of salvation in that it is widespread and most of the passages dealing with the deity of Jesus Christ take more than a superficial reading to comprehend. The Jehovah's Witness attempt is a failed attempt because they did not touch most of the passages dealing with the deity of Christ, probably because they did not even recognize them. In the same way, the doctrine of salvation is widespread and requires consideration of several scriptures to properly interpret it. 
One single crystal-clear passage would have been too easy a target for someone to change.  The first reason that there is not a single definitive text on how the seemingly disparate verses on salvation fit together is that by placing the message and parts of the message in several places, God protected the message.

The second reason that the issue is not solved completely by one verse or passage is suggested by Hal Lindsey concerning another issue. In his book, The Rapture, Mr. Lindsey asks the same question we are asking about salvation about the Rapture. "Why is there not a single clear passage on the Rapture?"  The “Rapture” is the time when all Christians on earth will be taken from the earth to forever be with Christ. Many Christians believe in this event, and many believe that it will occur before a seven-year period of tribulation (The Great Tribulation). However, some Christians believe that the Rapture will occur after the Great Tribulation and that Christians will go through the tribulation. The issue of when the Rapture will occur or even if a Rapture will occur has different adherents, Hal Lindsey notes, among godly men. Genuine scholars who love the Lord differ on this issue. Why? Hal Lindsey's answer is profound. He says, "My opinion is this: Good men disagree because God deliberately made this issue difficult to settle. Only the most diligent study and comprehensive knowledge of the whole realm of Biblical prophecy can begin to answer it." Actually, Hal Lindsey makes the whole issue very understandable in his book, but it is obvious that he and others had to study diligently to get an answer (which they could believe) and explain it to us.

Hal Lindsey believes that God deliberately made the issue of when the Rapture would occur difficult to understand. Why? Hal Lindsey's believes that the reason is that God wants us to have to study His word more than superficially. The issue of salvation through faith alone in Jesus Christ versus faith plus works does not require a lot of work to understand, but the issue is not settled by one verse. In fact, the major problem in understanding what we are to believe about a number of issues is the tendency to attempt to settle an issue by one or a few verses and ignoring or failing to correlate what related verses or passages have to say on the issue. This leads to the classic mistake of “taking things out of context.” The immediate context of the particular verse should be considered, and often a much broader context is necessary. Make it your goal to read the Bible diligently so you will become increasingly aware of the entire context of scripture. God, in His wisdom, wants us to have to do some work to get a clear answer to some questions. The second reason that there is not a single passage on salvation is that He wants you to study all His word.
A third reason that there is not a single passage on salvation is that any of the passages would be sufficient for salvation. What is required for salvation in the most abstract sense is (1) a basic recognition that there is a God who has a claim upon our lives and (2) a decision to positively respond to God's claim upon our lives. That "recognition" and "response" do not have to be absolutely theologically accurate; it just needs to be definite. Even a child is capable of this very basic recognition and response. I believe that those of us who have been told and understood, the basic message of Christianity, that is, the message of God's presence as evidenced through the Bible and the message of Jesus’ shed blood on the cross for us, are much more likely to be willing to embrace that basic recognition and response. I will not elaborate upon this (scriptural) concept here; see the chapter entitled "Who Will Be Saved?" for a fuller explanation.

What is meant by the statement, "Any of the salvation passages are sufficient" is the following. A person who accepts Jesus Christ on faith will be saved. And a person who "believes in Jesus Christ and is baptized" will be saved. And a person who believes in Jesus Christ, is baptized, and performs other specified acts of repentance (believing they are necessary for salvation) will also be saved. And the person who believes that he must keep all the law or believes he must promise to keep all the law and makes the attempt will be saved. All these persons will be saved because they have all made the basic response to God's claim on their lives. Those who go beyond faith, thinking that works are required, are just getting discipleship mixed up with salvation.

Salvation is free through faith in Jesus Christ. Discipleship carries the price of obedience as well as faith. We are told in John 15:10,11 that the result of obedience, specifically our joy and fulfillment, are well worth the price. Salvation is available to all. Discipleship is available only to those who will actively learn and follow their Savior and who will increasingly make Jesus their Lord in fact rather than just in name.

The three reasons why the message of salvation is not resolved by one passage are (1) God uses several passages to present salvation in order to protect the integrity of His message, (2) God wants us to have to study to gain a full understanding of the issue, and (3) any of the verses are sufficient for salvation because they all require at least the needed basic response to God.

Additional Thoughts

It is interesting that the predominant group of verses strongly emphasizing works are in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. This fits the pattern of Jesus teaching and confirming the entire law as discussed previously; and, as previously discussed, the law condemns, it doesn't save. Jesus confirmed the requirement of the law and died on the cross to pay the penalty for our not keeping the law. He left it to John and Paul and others to explain what he had accomplished. Why? Because it probably would have been incomprehensible before the crucifixion and Resurrection.
Though the law comes through clearly in Matthew (and in Mark and Luke), as you read in Matthew, you will also find a very definite message of grace, though it is not clear as to how that grace will be applied. An example is where Christ says in response to the disciples being surprised that a rich man (and thus blessed by God, the disciples thought) might not be saved. The disciples ask, "Then who can be saved?" Christ answers saying that with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:25,26). How could it be possible? Christ does not answer the question at that point.  The answer would come later, after the crucifixion and after the Resurrection with the explanation of the meaning of the crucifixion and Resurrection.

An interesting verse on works is Romans 2:7. Here we are told that people who work diligently for God will be given eternal life. Behind the works was a decision to attempt to please God. It was this decision, this step of faith, which caused the salvation, and resulted in the works. It was not the works which saved them as Paul makes crystal clear in Romans 3:20.

The concept of a gift, a free gift is not reconcilable with a works 'requirement'. Romans 6:23, 3:24, 5:15,16 speak of the free gift or gift of salvation. A gift is conceptually related to faith, not works.

The Greek tenses of verbs in many of the salvation verses speak of a completed action. The following is a picture of the implications of the verb tenses in Greek.

Greek Tense    past    present    future

aorist                 x                                    a completed action (in the past).

future                                             x       future.

present                            x                      going on at present.

imperfect           x                                    happening at some past time.

perfect               x            x             x       completed and now effective.

pluperfect          x                                    completed and was happening.

The Greek verb tenses in the following verses are relevant to consider.

Verse                  Verb            Tense      Meaning   

John 3:3               born            aorist      completed.

John 1:12             gave            aorist      completed.

Eph. 2:8,9           saved           perfect    completed and continuing.

Romans 5:9-11  justified,       aorist      completed.

                           reconciled,   aorist      completed.

                           received.      aorist      completed

Note that the tense of "saved" in Eph.2:8,9 is the perfect tense, which speaks of a completed act of salvation the effect of which continues to the present. Also note the passage of Romans 5:9-11 speaks of justification, reconciliation, and reception having been completed and the result being that we shall be saved (future tense) from God's wrath.

In John 17:2,3 Jesus "gives" eternal life and defines eternal life as "knowing" God. The verb "give" is in the Greek aorist tense denoting a completed act. Eternal life has been given. The act is finished, accomplished. The verb "know" in John 17:3 is in the Greek present tense which denotes one 'present' result of the past act of salvation.  Salvation is accomplished; knowing God is a present result.

The Greek verb tenses in the following verses do not contribute to the solution or change the conclusion.

Verse                Verb            Tense        Meaning   

John 3:16        believe          present     continuing.

Romans 3:24  justified         present     continuing.

James 2:24     justified         present     continuing.

Romans 3:24 speaks of a present reality of being justified (present tense) which is the result of a gift, not a result of works. We do not earn that justification. It is given freely to us.

2 Cor 6:2 speaks of a 'time' of salvation, which is "now", on a 'day of salvation'. This is a point in time, or a relatively brief period of time. Sufficient works to truly demonstrate (to men) that salvation had occurred would require more than a day to demonstrate. A "day" is certainly not enough time to convincingly demonstrate that repentance (a real change of mind) has occurred. In fact, to truly, fully demonstrate repentance, a lifetime is required.

In 1 John 3:6 we are told that no one sins who is saved. The verb 'sins' is in the 'present' Greek tense which means that the expectation is that no one continues in the same sin or the same level of sin without improvement (this is the goal but, given the concept of a “carnal” Christian, not always the present reality). The Spirit of God works in our lives to change us over a period of time, but not, based on observation, not immediately.

Acts 10:47 speaks of believers who had received the Holy Spirit but had not been baptized. Romans 8:9 states that he who has the Spirit belongs to Christ. 1 Peter 3:21 also states that the baptism which saves is not the washing of dirt from the flesh (water baptism) but is rather the heart attitude (belief) which has to do with salvation. Luke 23:39-43 relates the story of the thief on the cross, unquestionably not baptized (by man), going to heaven. These passages as well as the entire concept of salvation by faith alone lead us to conclude that water baptism is not necessary for salvation. Baptism is part of your witness to others. It is a step of growth. It signifies that you have believed (past tense). The normal pattern is to accept Jesus as our Savior which then leads to works. The 'works' are a result of our salvation, not the cause, or even part of the cause of our salvation. Or, as it is commonly put, "We work because we are saved, not in order to be saved".

Jesus taught the law in his early ministry. This was Plan A - Live a perfect life and you could be saved. (Matt. 5:48). Romans 3:23 tells us that we have all failed at Plan A. We haven't kept the law. Plan B is to accept Jesus Christ as your Savior. Christ fulfilled the requirements of the law by paying the penalty of sin for us. As He neared the end of His Earthly ministry, the fulfillment of the law on the cross and the Resurrection and the 40 days afterward, He revealed that He was to be the source of salvation (John 14:6), not works, which we could not keep (Romans 3:23). Paul would thoroughly explain that.
In fact, in Philippians 3:11, Paul utters the phrase, “if somehow I may attain to the resurrection of the dead.” What Paul is saying is that he wants to fulfill, completely, the ministry to which he was called after his conversion, and to hear, "Well done good and faithful servant."  He is not trying to earn salvation. This is clear from the context of Philippians 3:9-12. Also note the context of Philippians 2:14-16, 1:20, 1:27, and 1 Peter 1:7.
"It is Finished"

As Jesus died on the cross, He said "Tetelestai". This is an accounting term which means that “the debt is paid in full,” "It is Finished!”
"Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost” (Revelation 22:17). 
We are saved by faith alone in Jesus Christ.
